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The 014 Vanderburgh County Courthouse is a. barpgue style build-
ing of Indiens limestones Since it was sand-blasted and poin-
ted about eight vears ago, it is in excellent condition, par-
ticularly the exteriors. The interior has been well but not
beautifully maintained and would require some repalrs to plas—
ter ceilings and refinishing of woodwork and walls. It was,
however,, used until Yay, 1969 as the seat of County Government
and is in quiterﬁéﬁiféﬁi R

CONDBITION

e condition.

Designed by Henry Wolters of Louisville, Kentucky, the Court-
house is symet#1@dTly balanced in the classic. sense. The main
building I¥ a long, réctaigilar structure with a broad pavillion
ojecting perpendicularly from each of ‘the long sides, with a
soaring dome erected on the roof at the crossing point of the-
pavillions and the axis of the main building. The decoration is
in symetrically organized patterns of high complexity, rusti-
cated stones alternating with smooth ones. Af the third story
level are cartouche type windows surrounded by elaborate séroll
designse Along the cornice-line a marble balustwade Tailing
ericiFeles the entire building, interrupted only by segmental
pediments placed one at each end of the main building and cap-
ed by over-life sized statuary by Franz Engelsmann, a pupil o
BAugnstus Ske..fandens. Four bulging bays located near the cor="
ners of the structure are topped by hemispherical domes which
emphasize the symetrical balance and call attention to the
doorways, which are approached by long, imposing stairs.
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The interior of the building is paved with marble in the princi-
pal hallwadys and the walls of the main and second floors are
lined with Tennessee marble panels. Elaborate ironwork guard
railes are a feature of the Rotunda on esach floor and the-stair
rails are of wrought iron as well. The central dome of the
Rotunda rises to a coffered, rounded ceiling visible from below
from all three floors. The Botunda has on each floor niches
and lunettes which it has been proposed that local artists
treat with sculptures and murals. There are several large
court rooms going through two floors, with handsome baroque
| plaster ceilings and wall decorations. The original judge's
.| benches, Jury boxes and railings of carved walnut are still
|in place. The interior construection of the upper portion of the
domne rising above the clock mechanism is a masterpiece of the
| bricklayer's art, with bricks baked to order, rounded to fit
into the curved surfaces of the dome. The brickwork is support-
ed by a spiderw-web-like framework of bent iron bars. The sub-
Ibasement and foundations are extremely massive, with limestone
| ehunks 5 x 5 feet square, still showing drill marks where they
“lwere blasted out of the gquarry. 4 tuanel leads under 4th Street
| ¥o the County Jail across the street and also conducts the
heating pipes from the power plant behind the Jail building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The 01d Vanderburgh County Courthouse served for 78 years as
the seat of County. Government for Evansville and Varderbur gh
County. 1t cannot boast of any great historical decision
like the Dred Scott case or of any specific memorable event.
Many candidates for State and National office appeared on its
steps to address the public, including meny Presidential
candidates, both successful and unsuccessful.

Of some historie interest is the fact that the Courthouse
pecuplies the site of the former turnaround basin of the
Wabash and Erie Canal, congpleted in 1853  but having a brief
life until only 1865 because of the overwhelming competition
of the railroads, which took all of %the canal business. The
disastrous failure of the canal project bankrupted the State
of Indiana and caused 1t to adopt the very conservative
fiscal policies which persist to this daye.

The main significance of this Courthouse for the State and
Nation would be its grandeur as a masterpiece of architecture
of its period - a remarkably pure and "uncluttered" example
of the ostentatious "Neo-Barogue" sityle which ocur towns
adopted in the post-Civil War Victorian period to express their
civic pride and image of success and prosperity.




"Architectural Heritage of Evansville“'by Eoward E. Wooden
Pyblished by the EVdﬂSVWlle Museum of Arts and Sciences

"The Evansville Story" by Dr. James B. Morlock 1956
Profescor at the University
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As the designated State Liaison Qfficer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
B!

level of significance of this nomination is: W
State [ Loeal

National

Name

Date %\/Q “70 B A — ?#m ?

Indi = 32 |

43S

SNOILONYLSNI

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes $econds Degrees Minutes Seconds . Degrew&s NO U,/lfi/f




